ger fock 


You may well ask at thie point what sort of lesd-time are 


we talking about before use of the new channel of communication 
becomes routine? Well, as far as I am concerned the lead time 

is practically zero. And here is why. On August 4, 1985, the 
newspeper Pravda carried an item entitled "The Mirror" which 
described in some detail the Soviet Union's first operational, 
home-produced giant videoscreen installed on Kalinin Avenue in 
central Moscow. Needless to say, we lost no time in taking advan 


tage of the availability of the screen and proposed to the city 


authorities to mount an all-Moscow New Year's Eve party around 
the Screen and the adjoining streets, invite folkfore performin 
groups, build snow castles in preparation for mock snowball 


battles etc. and et midnight to exchange New Year greetings 


with the people of 4laska via the Screen by satellite. Hi our 


2 
plan worked out, or rather did not work out, you will find out 
towards the end of the story. For the moment I would like to 
digress a little without deviating from the suvject of the story 


Sometine ago I ran across an inte. 


sting article in the 
Journal of Ancient History of the Soviet Academy of Sciences 
(lo. 2, 1968). Written by a lioscow engineer it described how 
Julius Caesar crossed the Rhine. The engineer had taught himself 
latin to read in the original every Latin source he could find 


on bridge building in the Roman Empire, Later in Caesar's Gal. 


al 


Wars, he found a description of a pilework bridge of an unus 


design, so unusual, in fect, that the ioecow encineer concluded 


that Caesar must have described a bridge ue could not have po 


sibly built ... Sure enough, a t:orough study of all the rcleven 


literature turned up not a gle reference to the bridge 
Caesar claimed to have designed and built. His conclusion: the 
bridge was a figment of Caesar's imagination since "the level 
of technological advancement and bridge engineering in Caesar's 
day was far too low for the Romans to even conteuplate throwing 
a single pilework, let elone double pilework, bridge across a 
viver as wide and deep es the Rhine", 

Whenever I recall this episode I cannot help admiring the 
courage of an abscure Iioscow engineer who challenged the suthori 
ty of no less a personage than Caesar himself, putting his 
trust instead in dispassionate mathematical calculations. But as 
I reflect today on the enormity of the challenge facing us in 
the area of bridge-building initiatives at this dangerous perio 
of the nuclear age I think that we can understand Caesar's 
motive, after all, in allowing himself to indulge in a bit of 
wishful thinking, Indeed the great general of Antiquity haé 
devised an ingenious invasion plan, and, to overwhelm his enemy 
he simply had to get his troops across the mighty Rhine at a 
spot where they were least expected. His hope was to use a 
double pilework bridge of a revolutionary design, as opposed to 
the conventional, rather unimaginative, single pilework bridge. 
‘fhe invasion plan looked (to its originator, at any rate) so 
neat and so irresistibly beautiful end effective, that Caesar, 
in a burst of creativity, proceeded to describe the plan ina 
book he knew posterity would read with interest and with profit. 
Now, could it be that Caesar was perhaps thinking of the generals 


of the distant future who, unlike him, would have more luck with 


the level of technological advancement or with, at least, more 


skilful and resourceful pioneers? 


Unfortunately, for a variety of reezons, on New Year's 
Eve, Decenber 31, 1985, we failed to throw a space bridge bet- 
ween Alaska and lioscow to link folklore groups on Kalinin Avenu 
with Eskimo folk groups in Alaska for a joint celebration of 
the arrival of the UN Yeer of Peace 1986. But the cause lived o 
We had some redeuption on April 12, 1986, the 25th anniversary 
of the first manned orbital flight, when a crowd of passers-by 
who gathered in front of the large videoscreen on Kalinin Avena 
watched and communicated with two Soviet cosmonauts on a space 
endurance mission, Leonid Kizim and Vladimir Solovyev. At the 
time their spacecraft was up in orbit between Australia and 
Japan. When it was my turn to address the cosmonauts I invited 
thea to participate in a global New Year's Eve party planned fo 
December 31, 1986, during which, I told them, a two-billion- 
strong worldwide audience would spend the last 24 hours of the 
UN Year of Peace in live interaction through a system of satel- 
lite uplinks and downlinks. 


‘Iwo billion?!" exclained one of 
the cosmonauts as they exchanged glances in frank amazement on 
the huge videosereen. At that moment I had the sense that the 


new channel of conmunication (\iirror for Humanity) was a realit; 


Jozeph Goldin 


